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_______________________________________________________________________    

Thursday, 14 October 2021        6:30 PM       Virtual 

                        

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper and held by virtual platform. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Prioleau at 6:30 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Aiken, Alston, Rhonda Heyward, Robert Heyward, Prioleau, Planning 

Director DeHaven and Clerk Treasurer White. Commissioner Stewart was absent.  

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Commissioner Rhonda Heyward; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Alston made the motion to adopt the minutes of the September 9, 2021 meeting as prepared; 

Commissioner Aiken seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. Old Business 

Meritage Homes request for rezoning RA (Rural Agriculture) and GC (General Commercial) to R-2 (Residential 

2) and Development Agreement for a 300+ lot single family subdivision on 174.25 acres with a single access to 

SC Highway 162. Tax map numbers 191-00-00-076 and 191-00-00-082. Commissioner Prioleau reminded the 

Commissioners that this agenda item was heard at the August Planning Commission meeting and deferred 

awaiting the submission of the final Development Agreement. Planning Director DeHaven stated that attorneys 

for the Town and the Developer have been working on the Agreement and have completed the final wording. 

There were some issues with access as the Town’s Comprehensive Plan requires special access to Highway 162 

and Highway 165 that they were able to resolve. The Developer also wanted assurance that they could reserve 

additional capacity within the Hollywood sewer system and be able to pay by phases. James Thomas, Project 

Manager with Thomas & Hutton explained that the property is located off Highway 162, northeast of Gibson 

Road. Of the 175 acres, 130 acres consists of uplands and 40 acres are wetlands. They would be saving all the 

wetlands on the property and providing significant open space for the Development while also providing slightly 

larger lots than what is required. Mr. Thomas added that there is an out parcel at the front of the site that would be 

maintained as GC (General Commercial) for business use along with an amenity center on the property.  All roads 

within the community will be private roads with no additional expense to the Town’s taxpayers. There will be 

access off Highway 162 and a traffic study will be completed with SCDOT. Commissioner Prioleau asked if there 

would be ingress/egress access at any other location of the property due to 300 homes that would create 300 plus 

vehicles on Highway 162. Mr. Thomas answered that there would only be the one access point on Highway 162. 

Commissioner Rhonda Heyward inquired about updates made to the Development Agreement. Mr. Thomas 

replied that since the previous agreement, the Meritage team conceded to the workforce housing requirement 

within the Town’s Ordinance and will give the Town $1000 per single family lot towards future workforce 

housing. Commissioner Aiken asked who the target market for the homes would be. Laura Crawford with 

Meritage Homes answered that the plans which consists of a mixture of ranch and traditional two story homes that 

would appeal to a variety of buyers in different life stages. The homes would range from 1400 to 2600 square feet 

with a starting price of $280K to $290K. Ms. Crawford added that these price points are only a projection at this 

stage.  
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VI. Public Comments 

Kip Bowman said he believes that what the Developers are trying to do is the best use for the property and he 

supports the plan for the development. 

 

Mary Harley, 6409 Barrun Street, stated that she wanted to bring to the Commissioners attention the 

additional 30 lots to be developed in this area which means an additional 60-100 more vehicles that are 

turning out of a development with one entrance not to mention the 600 plus vehicles anticipated from the 

two TMS properties to be rezoned. She expressed that the Developers have not begun to initiate a traffic 

survey and she does not see how the developer could not have turn lanes both ways in that area. She also 

feels like the Town is moving too fast in changing zoning and approving these properties. She was hoping 

the Commission asked more questions and the Developers provided more information. She does not see 

why they should vote yes to this development.  

 

Ray and Debbie White, 5348 Hunt Course Lane, said they are concerned with the traffic this development 

would bring to the area and the challenges of not having turn lanes. They also expressed concern about 

emergency response vehicles being able to access the property or if they can accommodate 300 more 

homes.  

 

Commissioner Aiken made the motion to oppose Meritage Homes requests for rezoning and Development 

Agreement at tax map numbers 191-00-00-076 and 191-00-00-082; Commissioner Alston seconded and 

all voted to oppose. Motion failed. 

 

VI. New Business 

None 

 

VII. Commissioner’s Time 

Planning Director DeHaven shared with the Commissioners that he is working with livestock owners and 

veterinarians on an animal protection ordinance. Regulations would require owners to house the animals at Rural 

Agriculture (RA) zoned property as opposed to Residential One Mobile Home (R-1M) zoned property. He hopes 

to have this item ready to be heard by the Planning Commission in December.  

 

VIII. Chairman’s Time 

None 

 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 


